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Hospital
has new
cancer
weapon

New: About 200 units
in use throughout world
Continued from 1A

used most often for patients with
tumors in their prostate, lungs,
brain or spine, Jamieson said. It
is also used on patients with a reoccurring tumor.
About 200 CyberKnife systems exist in the world, with a
high success rate, Jamieson said.
“There’s a higher chance for tumor control,” he said, when comparing it to the linear accelerator,
a device used for external beam
radiation treatments at the Cancer Care Center.
“For prostate and lung cancer,

$4 million system
second in Georgia
By SHANESSA FAKOUR
The Brunswick News

Cancer patients in Southeast Georgia will
have access to high-dose radiation treatment
with pinpoint accuracy when a new robot radiotherapy machine is put into use at Southeast Georgia Health System.
The $4 million CyberKnife system – only
the second in the state – uses a robotic arm to
treat tumors found anywhere in the body by
delivering from 100 to 200 radiation beams
from multiple angles. During treatment, X-ray
cameras provide physicians with instant feedback on the movement of a patient or tumor
for accurate targeting.
Because the treatment is non-invasive, patients at the Cancer Care Center in Brunswick
should experience few, if any, side effects,
said Timothy Jamieson, a radiation oncologist
with Southeast Georgia Health System. The
CyberKnife, which is now being installed, is
expected to be ready for patient use by early
January, he said.
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be offering this to people in the area,” Jamieson said. “It will help a considerably larger
number of patients and offers state-of-the-art,
highly effective and safe radiation.”
The Cancer Care Center at the Brunswick
hospital treats about 550 patients a year and
is expected to add 150 patients by the end of
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Steven Herrera, foreground, and Vincent Chiang of Accuray CyberKnife Installation Team
prepare the robot segment of the new CyberKnife being installed at the Brunswick hospital of Southeast Georgia Health System on Monday. The system is expected to be ready
for use by early January.

2011, Jamieson said.
“(The CyberKnife) will greatly expand our
pool of patients,” he said. “We already have
45 prostate patients waiting to use it. Most of
them are local.”
Jamieson said the new technology has
the potential to attract cancer patients from
throughout the region and state. The Southeast
Georgia Health System is the second health
system in the state to receive a CyberKnife.
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A typical radiation treatment period lasts
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week with the CyberKnife system, Jamieson
said. Patients will be able to drive themselves
home after a treatment, which lasts an average
of 15 minutes to an hour.
The system can be used on all cancers but is
Please see NEW, 5A

there is a higher cure rate and
for a brain tumor, it’s safer and
faster.
“It’s an effective treatment for
some (patients) with no other alternatives.”
Jamieson said patients are able
to maintain their normal day-today schedules during treatment.
Installing the CyberKnife system will take about 14 days.
The health system plans to
establish a Cancer Care Center
at its hospital in St. Marys. One
of two linear accelerators from
the Brunswick hospital has been
moved there.

