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Even After Vaccination,  
Masks Are Needed
As a critical care and pulmonary medicine 
physician, Stephen A. Chitty IV, M.D., has seen 
firsthand the devastating impact of COVID-19. 
When a vaccine became available in December 
2020, he welcomed the opportunity to be 
inoculated. Even so, you won’t see him out and 
about without his face mask.

“I’m extremely thankful for the vaccine and the 
opportunity it offers in the fight against this deadly 
virus,” says Dr. Chitty. “I trust the science and 
believe getting the vaccine makes sense. But even 
so, I can’t stress enough how important it is for all 
of us, including those who receive the vaccine, to 
continue to wear face masks and social distance.”

A successful start
Southeast Georgia Health System health officials 
initially offered the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccinations 
to its frontline health care workers who had the 
most contact with COVID-19 patients. In early 
January, the Health System began offering the 
vaccine to all of its team members as well as high-
risk community members, such as first responders 
and individuals age 65 and over and their caregivers, 
often providing more than 700 doses in a single day. 

Within four weeks, the Health System had 
inoculated more than 5,000 individuals.

“We are very pleased at the response of our team 
members and community to receive the vaccine,” 
says Michael D. Scherneck, president and CEO. “As 
long as we continue to receive vaccine supplies, it’s 
our goal to offer it to as many people as possible. 
Our team members are working tirelessly to call 
and schedule people who are eligible for the 
vaccine, guide them through the process, and 
administer vaccines. It takes an incredible amount 
of planning and coordination to make the process as 
efficient as possible, and I’m very proud of them 
and how well it is going.”

Mr. Scherneck adds, “It’s important to remember 
that the vaccine is not effective right away and we must 
continue to protect ourselves and our loved ones by 
practicing safe habits. Most important: Wear a face 
mask. But also continue to social distance, avoid 
large gatherings and wash your hands frequently.”

Get the details
For more information about the COVID-19 
vaccine, visit sghs.org/covid-19. 
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