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Rallying Together as  
a Community
Dear friends,

As I write this, nearly every corner 
of the globe has been touched by the 
coronavirus outbreak. Whether you 
were on the health care frontline, 
owned or worked for a business that 
closed during the shelter-in-place 
order, or suddenly found yourself 
homeschooling your children, each of 
us was impacted in some way. 

I’ve always said that at Southeast 
Georgia Health System, we’re 
friends and family taking care of 
friends and family. When times get 
tough, friends and family support 
each other, and that’s what happened 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
From encouraging sidewalk messages 
to food, flower and supply 
donations, our community went 
above and beyond to show their 
appreciation to our team members.

Every gesture of kindness is 
extremely appreciated by all of our 
team members. You all have my 
utmost respect, appreciation 
and gratitude.

Publishing a magazine takes several 
months, which means that whatever 
the current situation is when I’m 
writing this letter, it will be different 
by the time this issue is in your hands. 
My hope is that we are once again 
safely socializing with our friends and 
loved ones, enjoying meals in 
restaurants and planning trips.

As always, we wish you and your 
family good health.

Sincerely,
Michael D. Scherneck
President & CEO

A Family Affair at Southeast 
Georgia Health System 

Lung cancer is by far one of the deadliest of all 
cancers. Unfortunately, if you are a current or 
former smoker, your risk of developing lung cancer 
may be up to 25 times higher than someone who 
never smoked. 

Other lesser-known lung cancer risk factors 
include the environment, genetics, family history 
and age. Lung cancer risk increases with a history of 
cancer in another part of the body, radiation to the 
chest area and lung diseases like chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD). Environmental 
exposure to radon, asbestos, arsenic, beryllium and 
uranium has also been linked to lung cancer.

Early detection can  
improve outcomes
While these statistics seem daunting, screening 
options for early detection and treatment offer hope. 

The American College of Radiology (ACR) has 
designated the Southeast Georgia Health System 
Brunswick and Camden campuses, as well as its 
MRI & Imaging Center, as accredited Lung Cancer 
Screening Centers. 

Providing low-dose CT scans satisfies a growing 
need for preventive lung cancer screenings in coastal 

Georgia. If you are a current or former smoker and 
over the age of 55, you may be a candidate for a 
low-dose CT screening test. 

Traditionally, regular CT scans exposed patients 
to unnecessary and unhealthy radiation, making 
regular scans for preventive purposes counter-
productive. Advances in medical technology, 
however, now allow for safe screenings.

Smoker? A Lung Cancer Screening  
Just Might Save Your Life

Take charge of  
your health

Talk with your doctor to learn more 
about lung cancer screenings, or visit 
sghs.org/lung-cancer-screening for  
more information. To find a physician,  
call 855-ASK-SGHS (855-275-7447).


