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I t was a routine day of yardwork 
for Brunswick resident Wesley 
Davis, 67, retired director of Glynn 
County Parks and Recreation. While 

removing moss, his rake got caught. He 
retrieved a ladder and climbed up to 
untangle the rake. The next thing he 
knew, he was waking up on the ground.

His wife, Linda, was inside the house 
and unaware anything had happened 
until a neighbor came to the door and 
asked to see her in the backyard. “The 
ladder lay in one direction, and Wesley 
in the other,” Mrs. Davis recalls.

After arriving by ambulance 
at the Southeast Georgia Health 
System Emergency Care Center on 
the Brunswick Campus, Mr. Davis 
was examined by Raymond F. Topp, 
M.D., Southern Orthopaedic & Sports 
Medicine, P.C. Dr. Topp, who specializes 
in spinal care, determined that Mr. Davis 
had a burst fracture in his back that 

had collapsed several discs, as well as a 
shoulder injury.

Dr. Topp immobilized Mr. Davis 
to help manage the pain, who was 
then moved to the Health System’s 
Orthopaedic & Spine Center for the 
next nine days.

Where Kindness Meets Care
Mr. and Mrs. Davis both felt they were 
extremely well taken care of by the 
Health System’s Orthopaedic & Spine 
Center nursing team, and they were 
very pleased that Mrs. Davis was able to 
stay in the room the entire time. 

“I couldn’t believe how they took care 
of both of us. Not just me, but her, too,” 
Mr. Davis says. “All the nurses were very 
professional, attentive and went above 
and beyond. We developed a special 
relationship with Amy Steverson, R.N. 
She always let us know when her shift 
ended, and when she would be back. 

You could tell she really cared about 
her patients.”

Mr. Davis adds that the hospitality, 
professionalism and kindness extended 
to him and his family by other members 
of the Health System, including 
housekeeping and food service, were 
paramount to his patient experience.

 The room he stayed in also exceeded 
his expectations. “It is the best hospital 
I’ve ever seen,” he says. “It was like 
being at a resort given how spacious and 
nicely appointed the room was. It was 
definitely more than I expected from a 
hospital room.”

And after eight weeks of 
rehabilitation and sleeping in a recliner, 
Mr. Davis was able to resume his usual 
activities, including the 12- to 18-mile 
bike rides he and Mrs. Davis frequently 
enjoy. As he puts it, “When my time 
comes, I want to know I lived as happy 
and healthy a life as I could.” 1
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