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When most of us hear the term ENT — ear, 
nose and throat — we immediately think of 
allergies. And the physicians at Southeast 
Georgia Physician Associates-Ear, Nose & 

Throat, a strategic af� liate of Southeast Georgia Health 
System, do see plenty of patients with allergies. Board-certi� ed 
otolaryngologists, they are also head and neck surgeons who 
treat a variety of other health concerns. For example:

Pediatric care. “Ear and tonsil problems in children are 
among the most common things we treat,” says Sherman 
A. Stevenson, M.D. “We see a lot of children with recurrent 
infections, as well as sleep-disordered breathing that 

can affect their performance in school as well as their 
overall health.” 

Sinus problems. “We treat problems like chronic sinusitis 
and fungal infections using a full, open technique via 3-D 
imaging,” says Karla K. Hansen, M.D. “We can send patients 
for a scan prior to surgery and then feed the images into a 
computer in the operating room. It lets us get very precise 
while ensuring we’re safely accessing an area where we’re 
placing instruments, which is critical.”  

Head and neck surgeries. “Many people don’t realize we 
do a large amount of head and neck surgeries,” says Joseph 
H. Bee, D.O. “We frequently perform procedures like salivary 
gland excisions, total thyroid surgery and surgeries for head 
and neck cancer.”

All three physicians also treat problems like sleep apnea and 
snoring, infections of the ears, nose and throat, and voice and 
swallowing disorders.  1
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A Fighting Chance 
When 49-year-old Rick Frawley went to have a bothersome cyst 
removed from above his left ear in 2010, he was shocked to 
receive a diagnosis of stage IV melanoma and one year to live. 
“That is almost as bad as it gets. I was absolutely blown away.”

The frightening diagnosis was even harder to absorb because 
Mr. Frawley had just begun a new career as a nurse in Jesup, Ga., 
and was enjoying life as a newlywed. After the mass was removed 
and biopsied, Mr. Frawley was referred to Joseph H. Bee, D.O., 
and underwent a second surgery to excise the tumor widely. But 
a follow-up PET scan revealed the cancer had spread throughout 
his neck, lymph nodes and parotid gland.   

Facing a dire prognosis, Mr. Frawley chose to undergo 
an operation called a radical neck dissection with total 
parotidectomy. Dr. Bee performed the 12-hour surgery, which 
involved removing extensive tissues, muscles and lymph nodes 
a� ected by cancer on the left side of Mr. Frawley’s neck. 

“Head and neck cancer is a horrible disease. We eliminated 
everything that was present in the neck,” Dr. Bee says. 

Of the care he received, Mr. Frawley says, “I just can’t say 
enough good things about the entire Southeast Georgia Health 
System team.” 

Unfortunately, with malignant melanoma, recurrences are 
likely to occur. After almost six cancer-free years, a recent scan 
revealed cancer in Mr. Frawley’s lungs. 

“Even though I’ve had a recurrence, I’m still battling and I’m 
not giving up,” says Mr. Frawley, who is currently undergoing 
treatment at the Health System. “As far as the future is 
concerned, I’m taking one day at a time and I thank the Lord 
every day when I wake up and take a breath. Between my cancer 
care team and family, I have a great team to help me get 
through this.”

GET MORE ONLINE
To read more about Rick 
Frawley’s experience or 
fi nd information about 
ENT services, visit 
sghs.org.
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Joseph H. Bee, D.O., 
examines Rick Frawley.

Southeast Georgia 
Physician Associates–
Ear, Nose & � roat 
a strategic affi  liate of 
Southeast Georgia Health System

Call 912-466-7280 to schedule an 
appointment with one of the following 
physicians:

Joseph H. Bee, D.O., board-certifi ed 
otolaryngologist and head and neck surgeon
Karla K. Hansen, M.D., board-certifi ed 
otolaryngologist and head and neck surgeon
Sherman A. Stevenson, M.D., board-
certifi ed otolaryngologist and head and 
neck surgeon 

Brunswick Campus
3025 Shrine Rd. 
Suite 480 
Brunswick, GA 31520

Camden Campus
2040 Dan Proctor Dr. 
Suite 120 
St. Marys, GA 31558
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